From Concept to Completion: How a TV Show is Made in Manitoba

Panelist Bios

Phyllis Laing, President and Producer, Buffalo Gal Pictures

Phyllis Laing established Buffalo Gal Pictures in 1994, using her keen sense of business, creative vision and knowledge of the film industry to steadily drive the company toward its present success.

Phyllis produced the celebrated feature-length documentary My Winnipeg (2007), written and directed by Guy Maddin. The film had its World Premiere at the 2007 Toronto International Film Festival where it received the Toronto-City Award for Best Canadian Picture, screened at the 2008 Tribeca Film Festival and was the Opening Night Selection of the 2008 Berlin Film Festival's Forum. Phyllis also executive produced Season 1 of the critically acclaimed television series Less Than Kind, which premiered on Citytv in October 2008.

Phyllis' business acumen has twice been honoured by the Women's Business Owners of Manitoba. She received the Women Entrepreneur of the Year award in 1994 and the Impact on Local Economy award in 2002. Phyllis is currently the Vice President (Policy) on the On Screen Manitoba (formerly the Manitoba Motion Picture Industry Association) Board of Directors and she is a member of the Gimli Film Festival Board of Directors.

Jean du Toit, Business Affairs, Buffalo Gal Pictures

Jean has been at Buffalo Gal Pictures since 2001, when she started as a tax credit administrator. Jean now focuses primarily on business affairs, having most recently served as Producer on the Canwest/APTN series Cashing In and as Production Executive on The Stone Angel, Guy Maddin's My Winnipeg and Appassionata, a documentary for CBC.

Vanessa Loewen, Producer, Animiki See Digital Productions Inc

Since graduating from Capilano College’s Media Arts Program in 2000, Vanessa Loewen has worked in various capacities in the Canadian film and television industry. In 2005 she received her first directing opportunity when she was invited to co-direct Not Just Beads and Moccasins, a documentary examining activism in Canadian contemporary Aboriginal art for the long-running television series The Sharing Circle. Also in 2005, Vanessa was awarded a production grant from the Canada Council for the Arts, Manitoba Arts Council and Manitoba Film and Sound to produce her short film Morning Radio.
Vanessa continued to direct and produce projects for broadcasters including Citytv, APTN and CTV before becoming the Manager of Production for Animiki See Digital Productions Inc in 2008.
Elizabeth Denny, Writer

Elizabeth Denny is a Métis writer from Winnipeg.  Her writing, which takes many forms, can be found most recently on the APTN/Buffalo Gal Pictures television production, Cashing In and in various magazines. Elizabeth's first children's book, "Jenneli¹s Dance", was released in 2008.  Besides writing, her favourite pastimes are: reading, movies, long walks, and fighting the ageing process.
Brandice Vivier, Programs & Development Manager, NSI
In addition to managing NSI Totally Television, Brandice is currently working with the NSI Online Film Festival and Featuring Aboriginal Stories Program. Brandice has also managed NSI Drama Prize, NSI Storytellers, NSI Pitch to Win!, NSI Global Marketing, Telefilm Canada Spark Plug, and DiverseTV.

Brandice has worked in the film and television industry for 15 years.  Prior to NSI, she worked at CTV where she negotiated and drafted development and license agreements for CTV, The Comedy Network, and the Discovery Channel, as well as preparing compliance reports for the CRTC.  She also worked in the Canadian Dramatic Programming Department where she acted as the business coordinator for independent producers on all Canadian dramatic programming developed and licensed by CTV.
Brandice began her career at Manitoba Film & Sound (now Manitoba Film & Music) where she worked in a number of positions, starting as an administrative assistant, moving to the locations program and finally working as a programs analyst.

In addition to being an alumna of the University of Manitoba, Brandice has completed business law, producer, multi media, marketing and french courses at various institutions including the Banff Centre for the Arts, the Canadian Screen Training Centre, University of Winnipeg, and La Collège Saint Boniface.

Alison Gillmor, Journalist

Alison Gillmor is a Winnipeg-based journalist who writes on film and TV, visual art and design.

Alison is the pop culture columnist for the Winnipeg Free Press and the movie reviewer for CBC radio. She also contributes to Border Crossings, The Walrus and CBC arts online.

